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a new phenomenon in the opposition of inner political circles to the necessary improvement of our naval equipment, this arrival of a foreign competitor. What were the preliminary deliberations precedent to inviting this British statesman to Berlin are unknown to me.
IV
As I was kept quite in the dark by the Chancellor as to his aims and expectations, it was only during the course of these negotiations with Haldane, and especially from their London sequel that I was able to understand clearly the attitude of the English cabinet at the time. Kiderlen's careless neglect was followed by Lloyd George's heavy counter-blow, and this, in my opinion, was followed by an undignified attitude on our part. Our assiduous courtesy produced in England the feeling that they could do what they liked with us. If we asked the English to Berlin we must be prepared to sacrifice something to spare ourselves the further embarrassment of a fruitless invitation. Bethmann's reluctance to uphold the Supplementary Bill in the Reichstag gave the English the cue to our weak spot, and showed them how they might even confuse the whole scheme of fleet construction as well as widen the breach within the Imperial Government. So the English accepted the invitation. Sir Edward Grey's confidant, the Minister of War, Haldane, who on account of his skill in reconnaissance, exhibited on the Russian General Staff